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worship we were very desirous of witnessing in
this their once imperial city, Mr.Bankes. and I
went at day-light to attend the morning-service
at the Jewish synagogue.
Arriving at the.spot, which was in alow and
obscure street near the centre of the town, we
descended by a flight of steps into a grotto. On
getting down into this, we found it to be a large
suit of subterranean rooms, lighted by small
windows from above, around the sides, and near
the roof.
The whole place. was divided into seven or
eight smaller rooms5 in the centre of each of
which was a raised square enclosure, open above
at the sides; and here stood the priest who read
the service. The female worshippers were above,
looking down on the congregation through a
skreen of lattice-work. The males were below,
all seated on benches, and every one had a white
serge-cloth, striped with blue at the ends, thrown
over his head. At the front corners of this cloth
were two long cords, and around two of the
edges of it was a fringe of threads.
After some time passed in reading and re-
sponses, we went into the central rooms, which
were both of them longer than the outer ones;
and at the end of these were curtains for the
vail of the temple. In the principal room,, this
vail was of purple cloth worked with gold j and